
   

grace      notes 
Ready. Connect. Grow! 
This October we want to highlight some great opportu-

nities for adults to connect and grow at Grace. Last 

month we launched our children into SONday School, 

Rockin’ Kid’s Bible Club, Catechism, Own Your Faith, 

and the Dojo. This month it’s the adults’ turn. 

Spiritual Formation is at the core of what we do at 

Grace. God calls each of us into deeper and more 

meaningful relationships with God, each other, and 

creation. It is a slow and wonderful process. Each per-

son is on a different path. It is important to remember 

that we can’t make this journey alone. We need each 

other. One of our goals at Grace is to create spaces in 

which people can have meaningful conversations and experiences around what God is doing in, through, and around 

them. We invite you to explore one of the many opportunities to connect this Fall. 

Sunday Evenings @ Grace 
Adults gather on Sunday nights to connect around the dinner table and around God’s Word. We meet for eight weeks 

in a row—beginning October 6 and ending on November 24—from 5:00-7:30. There are six different courses to 

choose from this fall. You can find out more information about each course on our website. 
 

 Animate.Bible – led by Pastor Mark | This is a great course for those who feel they are just starting out in faith or 

feel intimidated or unsure about the Bible. Come explore what the Bible is, in a safe space. All questions wel-

come! 

 Dinner with Jesus – led by Pastor Steve | Experience the Bible through an exercise called Dwelling in the Word. 

We will dwell in John 13-17 where Jesus shares the Last Supper with his disciples. Pastor Steve will offer the 

same exercise on Monday nights, Tuesday mornings, and Wednesday afternoons for those who can’t make it on 

Sunday nights. 

 Radical – led by Greg and Lori Ackerson and Daron and Tari Yates | This is a book by David Pratt that challenges 

the status quo and calls us to be radical disciples of Jesus, in everyday life. Are you ready for the challenge! 
 

 Starting Point for Young Couples – led by Bernard and Tyree McDowell and Andy and Tara Moses | There are a 

growing number of young couples at Grace and we want to create a space for you to connect with each other. This 

is your starting point for what will hopefully become an ongoing young couple’s ministry. 
 

 DivorceCare – led by Deb Stang | Divorce is a painful life experience. It is difficult to heal on your own. Join oth-

ers around this time-tested DVD curriculum and get a fresh start. 
 

 GriefShare – led by Lynn Noren and Stacey Smitsdorff | Few things hurt more than losing a loved one. This group 

will use an excellent DVD curriculum to find a path to healing the hurt, and growing in healthy community. 
 

Men’s Ministry - Men connect at two different times throughout the week:  Saturday Morning, from 7:30-

9:00am in classroom 101, and Monday Morning from 6:30-8:00am in classroom 105/107.  
 

Women’s Ministry - There are many opportunities for women to connect throughout the week. W.O.W. Women 

on Wednesdays—meets every Wednesday morning in various small groups at 9:30am.  Monday Night Group —

meets every Monday night at 7:00pm; Ruth Circle—meets the first Wednesday of every month at 1:00pm.  
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Staff Contacts   

Senior Pastor 

Mark Hellmann , Ext. 110 

markh@graceandover.org 
 

Director of Outreach & Women’s 

Ministries 
Jeannie Hellmann, Ext. 122 

jeannieh@graceandover.org 
 

Visitation Pastors 

Gene Heglund 

Carol Moler 

carolm@graceandover.org 
 

Pastor of Spiritual Formation & Youth 

Ministries,  

Steve Thomason, Ext. 105 

stevet@graceandover.org 
 

Coordinator of Youth Ministries   

Tom Baker, Ext. 123  

tomb@graceandover.org 
 

Co-Director of Children’s Ministries 

Monica Allen , Ext. 116, 

monicaa@graceandover.org 
 

Co-Director of Children’s Ministries 

Kim DeVries, Ext. 112,  

kimd@graceandover.org 
 

Director of Worship & Music 

Jonathan Orwig, Ext. 113 

jonathano@graceandover.org 
 

Worship Coordinator & Organist 
Carroll Potter, Ext. 109, 

carrollp@graceandover.org 
 

Director of Praise Team  

Jenn Hubal, Ext. 114 

jennh@graceandover.org 
 

Church Administrator 

Ralph Holbrook, Ext. 102 

ralphh@graceandover.org 
 

Secretary 
Kris Miller, Ext. 101 

krism@graceandover.org 
 

Bookkeeper 

Bonnie Trembath, Ext. 111 

bonniet@graceandover.org 
 

Administrative Assistant 

Tyree McDowell, Ext. 120 

tyreem@graceandover.org 
 

Parish Nurses 

Lily Tunby & Lori Ackerson 

Ext. 100 

parishnurse@graceandover.org 
 

Custodians 

John Dailey, Ext. 117 

Mark Kempenich, Ext. 117 
 

Golden Rule Child Care Center 

Tami Mielke, 421-1996 

tamim@graceandover.org 

Pastor Mark’s Remarks: 

“Honey, Can I Tell You Something in Love?” 

Jeannie and I have this sort of message code. Whenever we have a 

difficult thing to say to each other, we always start with: “Honey, 

can I tell you something in love?” It’s our signal to one another 

that we have some challenging conversation ahead. When I hear 

these words, I stop in my tracks and find myself a bit unnerved. I think back and 

try to remember if I’ve done or said something particularly stupid or hurtful. The 

good thing about it is when these conversations happen, within a loving and 

committed relationship like the one I have with Jeannie, I always find under-

standing, forgiveness and grace! 
 

Difficult conversations are challenging, aren’t they! However, I’ve found that if I 

can separate myself from the emotions of the situation, remember how much I 

am loved by Jeannie, and then try my hardest to listen and affirm her opinions, I 

usually benefit and grow from it. I have also found that our relationship ends up 

stronger as a result. When I don’t do these things, the conversations end up being 

brief and unproductive. What’s more, I often end up feeling angry and hurt! I’m 

sure Jeannie does too! 
 

There have been times when I’ve had to have difficult conversations in the 

church. I remember when my former church decided to have conversations about 

the challenging topic of abortion. Unfortunately, I could not introduce the con-

versations by saying to the church members, “Honey, can I say something in 

love?” We started instead, with a series of Sunday School lessons. Throughout 

the process, I made sure that we didn’t talk about abortion without expanding it 

to consider other ways to protect and preserve fragile life. So, we looked at what 

the Bible had to say about abortion, as well as world hunger, capital punishment, 

social welfare, inner city violence, and other aspects you don’t normally associ-

ate with abortion. This preparation paved the way to thoughtful, honest, fruitful 

and respectful conversations. I was surprised throughout the process of the sig-

nificant differences of our strong opinions. However, I was truly thankful that 

despite how far apart we could be, we all agreed that being disciples of Jesus 

meant we had to be unified at the end! And we were! In fact, those conversations 

led us to start a ministry with 10 other Lutheran churches in the inner city of 

Grand Rapids to address some of the root causes of abortion and unwanted preg-

nancies. 

 

Here at Grace, we are about to embark upon challenging conversations. We are 

calling them “Holy Conversations.” Prompted by our bishop, the topic of these 

“Holy Conversations” will be about how God is calling us to be a ministry of 

grace in the heart of Andover upon the approval of same-sex marriages in Min-

nesota. I don’t have to tell you that these coming conversations will be difficult. I 

don’t have to tell you that we will have strong and different opinions. However, I 

am hoping AND praying we will have thoughtful, honest, and respectful conver-

sations. I am optimistic we will take the time to separate ourselves from the emo-

tions of the situation, remember how much we love each other, and try to listen 

to each others’ opinions. Finally, I am confident that we will realize again, that 

we can have widely different ideas and opinions about something, yet still re-

main unified in our mission and our love of God. We’ve done this before. I be-

lieve we can do it again!                                              

             Continued on…... page 4 
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Ralph Holbrook - Church Administrator 

Another school year is upon us and fall has arrived! Our community is re-establishing connections after 

experiencing a beautiful Minnesota summer with friends and family. Candy and I were able to enjoy some 

reconnection with relatives and expanded our own family this summer. Our youngest daughter Kortney, 

was married September 7th and we are happy to include another son-in-law, Kyle, in our midst.  
 

As a community, we have been blessed with about 145 families that have prayerfully discerned and have sacrificially 

pledged to support the Free 2B Grace Campaign to address the deterioration / safety issues and our mortgage of $1.4 

million. Our sincerest THANK YOU to the families who are already helping us tackle these projects.  
 

At Grace, we have many life changing ministries that take place in our facility, allowing us to meet our mission of being 

a ministry of grace in the heart of Andover and beyond! In order for us to fulfill the mission God has given us, it takes 

funding from amazing and committed people like each of you.  
 

As we mentioned in our worship services, many of us have been away enjoying families, friends, cabins, etc. As a result, 

we are $45,000 behind in our day to day expenses. Several families have already stepped forward in faith to help reduce 

this deficit and we are very grateful for your generosity.  
 

With this request, we are not asking you to simply help the staff and Vision Board meet our operational budget; rather, 

we are asking each of you to prayerfully consider helping Grace continue fulfilling the “community transforming minis-

try” that we have been called to share with our neighbors. That mission is to be a ministry of Grace in the heart of Ando-

ver and beyond! If you are in the position to help us “catch up” on our day-to-day expenses, that would be a huge bless-

ing.   
 

We have been blessed with the completion of two other projects here at Grace. First, is a new garden next to the outside 

educational room / playground. This was a Boy Scout project completed by an Eagle Scout candidate, James Harrington, 

and his project team. Second, is a Golden Rule sign refresh arranged by Tami Mielke, Director of Golden Rule Daycare. 

Two, much needed improvements that we certainly appreciate.  
 

Thank you Grace family for your prayers and support! We are witnesses to the workings of the Spirit within our body.  

Here is a snapshot of our income and expenses through August 31, 2013 and our five year income comparison through 

August 31, 2013.  
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The Holy Conversations Team and I are working dili-

gently to create a process of meetings to help foster these 

conversations.” We are planning Bible studies as well as 

significant times to share our thoughts with each other. 

The process will happen over the next 6 months. Our pur-

pose will be to listen, record opinions and concerns, and 

learn that although we might disagree, we can still be 

united and together in what God is calling us to do.  I 

hope that you will be a part of our “Holy Conversations.” 

 

Please look for more information that will be coming in 

the next couple of weeks. And please commit to pray for 

God’s Spirit to lead and guide us in these IMPORTANT 

and HOLY conversations! 

 

In Him, 

Pastor Mark Hellmann 

Our predecessor churches of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church of America (ELCA) first allowed women to be 

ordained in 1970. Some churches today do not allow 

women clergy.   

Change, both technological and social, is occurring at an 

ever increasing rate. You no doubt know that the Minne-

sota Legislature recently passed the “Same Sex Mar-

riage Bill.” It occurred on the same day that we held our 

May Vision Board meeting, and the ensuing discussion 

regarding how Grace Lutheran Church will respond, 

occupied a good portion of that meeting. In our Minnea-

polis Area Synod, the bishop has elected to let individ-

ual churches decide their course of action regarding this 

issue. Because this is a highly charged and highly im-

portant social issue with strong opinions for and against, 

the Vision Board is asking for God’s wisdom and guid-

ance through prayer. We also asked that a Task Force be 

established to define a process of Holy Conversations 

whereby the people of Grace Lutheran Church can get 

together to discuss and study this issue in a courteous 

and respectful manner.  
 

The Vision Board is chartered with the responsibility to 

determine the direction Grace Lutheran Church will take 

going forward. We on the board take this responsibility 

seriously and recognize that we will need to, in due 

course, define church policy with regard to same sex 

marriage. We recognize that this is not going to be an 

easy task. Whatever direction that policy takes, we real-

ize that it will be embraced by some, rejected by some, 

and met with indifference by others.  
 

The people of Grace have differing opinions and beliefs 

on a great many issues, yet we are able to worship to-

gether graciously and are able to have respectful conver-

sations regarding these differences. We on the Vision 

Board hope and pray that this issue will be treated no 

differently than other past issues where we may have 

disagreed but found unity. Grace is such an amazing 

place and has so many incredibly good things happen-

ing. With this in mind, we pray this will be yet another 

opportunity for us to discover and to learn what it means 

to be a ministry of Grace, in the heart of Andover and 

beyond.  

 

God Bless, 

Dennis Grabowski 

 

Vision Board: 

Pastor Mark’s Remarks cont’d: 

My mother was born in 1918, and      

before she died, liked to talk about the 

“old days.” She remembers moving into 

her first house with electricity in the late 

1920’s. She remembers running around 

the house from room to room and turn-

ing the lights on and off, on and off, until, of course, 

papa intervened. The 1930’s saw the installation of the 

first refrigerator. Telephone service started in the late 

1940’s after WWII. Their first television came in the 

mid 1950’s (albeit a small round black and white 

screen). More recently came calculators, computers, 

and cell phones. She died three years ago, and conse-

quently, didn’t see the eruption of smart phones, tab-

lets, and the many similar devices that are so common 

place today. 

 

What my mother saw in her life was an explosion of 

technological change. The same is true for social 

change. Bigotry was made illegal in 1862, but is still 

practiced in some churches today. Slaves were freed in 

1870, but it wasn’t until 1964, with the passage of the 

Civil Rights Act, that equality was legislated. In 1920 

women were granted the right to vote. In 1964 legisla-

tion forbade the use of a poll tax to keep some from 

voting, and it wasn’t until 1971 before another law al-

lowed people 18 years of age or older to vote.  
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We invite women of all ages to 

join us for one (or more) of the 

following women’s fellowship 

and Bible study times at 

Grace . . . a place to connect 

with others, a space to be real, 

a time to be encouraged, and a 

chance to grow in faith and friendships! 

 

Monday Night Group – This women’s group meets from 7 – 

8:30 pm Monday nights at Grace, beginning Sept. 9. Experi-

ence the encouragement of women while learning more about 

Biblical truths for everyday living.   Contact:  Joan Hackle-

man   763 753-4191   

       

Ruth Circle – This Bible study group meets the first 

Wednesday of each month at 1 pm at Grace.  Come and join 

this gathering of ordinary women to learn more about our 

‘extra-ordinary’ God.  Contact:  Jan Galvin   763 421-0668 

cricket2005@usfamily.net 

 

W.O.W.  (Women on Wednesdays) – W.O.W. meets from 

9:30-11:30 am each Wednesday during the school year, with 

childcare provided.  A variety of studies will be offered, as 

the laughter, learning and ‘wow’ moments continue.   

Contact:   Jeannie Hellmann in the church office at  763 421-

6520, ext 122 or via email at jeannieh@graceandover.org 

 

 

 

 

 

Here are some WONDERFUL, local oppor-

tunities for women to connect and grow in 

faith & friendships . . . Don’t miss out! 
 

Women of Faith Conference is a live Chris-

tian gathering for women of all ages in St. 

Paul Oct. 18 & Oct. 19 (Friday evening and 

during the day on Sat.)  The music will move 

you and Bible teachings will transform you.  A group of 

women from Grace will be going together!  Contact:   Stacy 

Surratt, 317 506-6362   stacysurratt@yahoo.com 
 

Hearts at Home Conference for Moms will be held in Roch-

ester, MN on Nov. 8 & 9.  Through drama, music, and speak-

ers who understand the real challenges of motherhood, you'll 

find your vision refreshed and your heart full.  Learn more at 

www.hearts-at-home.org   Contact:  Jeannie Hellmann, 763 

421-6520   jeannieh@graceandover.org 

         Join the fun  

& festivities at the 
 

Women’s Retreat 
9 am to 4 pm 

Saturday, November 2 

Bunker Hills Activity Center 

                               550 Bunker Lake Blvd, Andover 

                                 $35 per person 

 

Continental Breakfast & Lunch included! 

 

Be refreshed as we “LIVE, LAUGH & LOVE” 

 

Please purchase Advance Tickets during October at 

the Welcome Center or in the church office at Grace 

Lutheran Church     763 421-6520 

 

 

 

 

 

Calm the Christmas Chaos! 
Join us for a ‘calm’ discussion about reducing the 

‘chaos’ of Christmas preparations.  Join us around the 

lunch table, noon to 2 pm on (Black) Friday, Nov. 29 

as we share ways to decrease the chaos and increase 

the JOY in the Christmas season ahead.  
 

Lunch is only $5.  Calming the Christmas chaos  . . . 

PRICELESS!   
 

For more information, please contact Jeannie Hell-

mann, 763 421-6520  jeannieh@graceandover.org 
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New Angel Tree  

Ministry at Grace 
 

Christmas is a time for family, 

kindness and hope . . . for some 

of us. 

But for children whose parents 

are incarcerated, it is more likely to be a time of sad-

ness and heartache, loneliness and instability.  Did you 

know that 8.3 million children in the United States 

have a parent in prison? Every child deserves to know 

they are loved and treasured, and yet, when a parent is 

in prison, they are separated from those they love 

most. 
 

Christmas - a time for compassion, empathy and ser-

vice. . . for some of us. 

Would you consider being “an angel” to a child this 

Christmas?   
  

Will you show compassion to the prisoner and his/her 

loved ones, letting the love of Christ shine through 

you? 

Grace is getting involved in Angel Tree Ministry and 

sponsoring 15 children this holiday season.  We are 

seeking individuals or families to sponsor a child (ren) 

of incarcerated persons in the Minneapolis area .   

Sponsorship involves attending a holiday party with 

the sponsored children in December at Grace, and pur-

chasing gifts for each child.   Gifts need not be expen-

sive, and suggestions will be provided, but the best 

gifts we will share are our time and compassion. 
 

“Then those ‘sheep’ are going to say, ‘Master, what 

are you talking about? When did we ever see you hun-

gry and feed you, thirsty and give you a drink? And 

when did we ever see you sick or in prison and come 

to you?’ Then the King will say, ‘I’m telling the sol-

emn truth: Whenever you did one of these things to 

someone overlooked or ignored, that was me—you did 

it to me.’ John 25:37-40 (The Message) 

 

Christmas can be about many things…but this year, 

consider making it about sharing the love of Jesus 

through this Angel Tree Ministry. Be the hope Christ 

has called us to be, to all those in need. 

For more information on sponsorship, or the Angel 

Tree program, please contact Sonja Ebling at sonjae-

bling@gmail.com or visit www.angeltree.org.  

 

 

TURN HUNGER INTO 

HOPE . . .  

with your own two hands 
 

Yes, your own two hands will truly make 

a difference in this world, especially in 

the life of a starving child.  Join us at 

FEED MY STARVING CHILDREN as 

we pack meals that will be shipped to starving children 

around the world.  Your two hands will help turn hunger 

into hope in many people’s lives! 

 

 Sat. Oct. 12  9 – 11 am 

 Fri. Nov. 22  8 – 9:30 pm 

 Sat. Nov. 23 9 – 11am;   11:30am - 1:30pm;   

   2 – 4pm 

 

Reserve these dates on your calendar and join other 

Grace volunteers at the FMSC warehouse located at 

 401 S. 93rd Ave NW, Coon Rapids.  Please arrive 10 

minutes before your shift begins and please wear close-

toed shoes. 

 

Sign-up procedure:   

Please register on-line for faster check-in at Feed My 

Starving Children.   

1. Go to website for Feed My Starving Children  - 

www.fmsc.org 

2. Click  “Register to volunteer” 

3. Click “Permanent site” to register on line 

4. Click “Join an existing group or family” 

5. Under group name, type in “Grace Lutheran”  

6. Choose the shift that you’d like to volunteer, then 

click “join” 

7. Click “confirm” 

8. Then you will be prompted to set up an account 

the first time you register, after that it will be 

easy for you to reserve or change your volunteer 

spots on line. 

 

* If you do not have access to a computer, please call the 

church office to register or sign up on the blue opportu-

nity pages in worship.  And if you have any questions or 

concerns, please contact Jeannie Hellmann at 763 421-

6520, ext.122 ,  jeannieh@graceandover.org 

 

Coming Up: 

mailto:sonjaebling@gmail.com
mailto:sonjaebling@gmail.com
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Check out all of our Upcoming Events 

at www.Graceandover.org and click on 

the Church Calendar link to the right! 
 

 

According to the Grace Lutheran 

roster, there are 86 senior members 

at the present time, which is repre-

sented by 68 couples and 18 singles. 

Recipients of the prayer shawl min-

istry are so appreciative of the ef-

forts of those who knit and crochet 

the shawls, but as with so many outreach programs, funds 

are needed for the purchase of yarn.  As you shop at 

Grace’s fall bazaar, please stop by the prayer shawl booth 

so you can not only make a purchase, but also appreciate 

the efforts of these volunteers.  Your purchase will allow 

them continued funding for this worthwhile mission. 

On the third Tuesday of each month, Pastor Gene He-

glund leads the “breakfast” seniors in a Biblically-related 

study at the Farmstead in Andover.  The current charge 

for a delicious breakfast buffet served by the Farmstead 

staff is $6.50.  The meeting begins at 8:30 and is usually 

completed by 9:45.  Reservations need to be made for the 

breakfast and there is a calling committee who does this 

each month.  We are currently studying parables.   

On Sunday, October 27, interested Graceful Seniors will 

be attending “The Hormel Girls” at Lyric Arts in Anoka 

preceded by brunch at Billy’s.  Tickets to the play for our 

group are purchased through Phil Knutson. 

If you are a senior and would like to know more about 

programs or would like to join us for the Seniors Break-

fast at the Farmstead, please contact Kris Miller in the 

church office at 763-421-6520. 

Graceful Seniors: Parish Nurse Ministry: 

The Parish Nurse Ministry at Grace is 

sponsoring a Medication & Flu Shot 

Clinic on Saturday, October 5th 

from 9:00am until Noon, here at 

Grace.  Come and receive education 

and counseling for the medications 

you take (prescribed and over the 

counter), or come and receive your 

2012-2014 Flu Season Vaccination.  Medicare and most 

insurances are accepted (be sure and contact your insur-

ance provider to check your coverage).  Available for 

ages 10 years and older.  Pneumovax (Pneumonia Vac-

cine also available). 

 

 

 9am - Noon 

Saturday. October 5  

Did You Know? 

Did you know that Grace has a Women’s Softball Team?  

We had a great season this year and won more games 

than ever before.  We typically begin practice at the end 

of May and play into August against other churches in 

the local area.  Many thanks to James & Jamie Kiefort for 

managing the team and coaching.  Thanks to Stephen & 

Jon Hirt & Eric Smitsdorff for base coaching and cheer-

ing us to run faster :-) and many thanks to all the amazing 

women on the 

team for all of 

the laughter, 

encouragement 

and guaranteed 

fun every Thurs-

day night! I’m 

looking forward 

to next Season!   

 

    God bless, 

       Tyree   
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Children’s Ministry: 

Kim DeVries 
 

Co-Director of 

Children’s 

Ministry 

Monica Allen 

Co-Director of 

Children’s  

Ministry 

Grace Lutheran 

Children’s  

Ministry 
Like our new Facebook page and keep up with every-

thing happening in Children's Ministry here at Grace! 

November Baptism Workshop  

Baptism is an important step in the life of a family.  A Baptism Workshop will be offered for par-

ents who would like to have their child baptized here at Grace, on Saturday, November 2nd, at 

9:00am.  During the workshop, you will have an opportunity to explore what Baptism means for 

you and your child, as your family takes this step in your faith journey. We will share with you, 

insights on raising a child who knows and loves God. The next Baptism Workshop will be Janu-

ary 4th, at 9 a.m.  Please contact Monica Allen at monicaa@graceandover.org or the church office 

to sign up for the workshop. 

Grade 3-5 Lock-In! 
 

On November 2nd at 8 p.m. – November 3 at 8 a.m., kids in Grades 3-5 are invited to a Lock-In.  

The evening will include games, crafts, snack, devotion, movie, and tons of fun!  Kids may bring a 

board game, sleeping bag, pillow, and comfy clothes for sleeping.  Please do not bring mp3 players, 

I-pods, or cell phones.  Children must be able to stay the night.  This is a great opportunity to bring 

friends!  Help is needed for Overnight Chaperones, Evening Helpers, and Breakfast Chefs.  If your 

child brings more than 2 friends, you will need to be an Overnight Chaperone.  Cost of the evening is $5 per child, If 

you sign up on Facebook you can pay at the door. Please contact Kim DeVries or Monica Allen if you have any ques-

tions.  Registration forms will be going home in October. 

Rockin’ Kids Bible Club  

This fall, we are going to Rejoice in the Lord, as we meet Moses and Jonah.  We 

will explore what we learn through storytelling, music, games, crafts, Bible Dis-

covery, and Malt Night.  We will also be learning music to share in worship each 

month.  Children can still register at any time. 

Upcoming dates: 

October 2nd – Bible Discovery (3rd-5th graders need to bring their Bibles)! 

October 13th –RKBC sings in Worship (details will be sent home with children or see Facebook) 

October 16th – No RKBC 

Nursery! 

Sunday mornings are FUN in the nursery!  Nursery is available at all services, and is staffed with 

fully trained volunteers who have a gift and love for our littlest ones.  We love having your children 

in the nursery and the younger your child is, the easier the adjustment will be!  Two helpful pointers:  

Remember that adjustment times vary.  No matter how loving and patient you are, leaving kids in the nursery can 

be stressful. You have to be willing to go the long haul. Consistency works best. Your child needs to get in to the rou-

tine of attending church. Missing just one week can make it more difficult for the child and can extend the adjustment 

period. Try to be there every week. (I know it’s tough at times but do try!) 
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Golden Rule Childcare: 

At Grace, we believe in engaging the whole child—heart, soul, mind, and strength. Our SONday 

School curriculum has a fresh, creative, approach that will encourage children and families to nurture 

life-long relationships with Jesus Christ.   
 

We offer SONday School on Saturday at 5 pm and Sundays at 9 and 10:30 am.  
 

We will not have SONday School over the weekends of November 30/December 1 & December 

28/29. 

 

 

Family Worship Weekend - October 6th & November 3rd 

 Children will begin in Worship Services with their families and then be dismissed to SONday School  

after the Children’s Sermon.  The SONday School children will be sharing a special song in worship.  

Children may just come forward when it is time to sing. 

First Communion Class - Saturday November 9th from 9:00am - Noon. 

Pastor Mark and Kim DeVries teach students in 3rd grade and up about the Sacrament of Holy 

Communion. Children are then invited to receive their First Communion during worship on No-

vember 9th at the 5:00 service, or November 10th at the 9 or 10:30 service.   Bring a Bible, a par-

ent, and a smile! Call the church office to sign up. 

We are very excited to announce the completion of our Nature Based Play-

ground and outdoor classroom.  Several new features have been added in-

cluding a Building Area, an Art Area, a stage for music and movement and 

lots of green grass for the children to run and enjoy.  Our new space incorpo-

rates our philosophy that young children learn most effectively when they 

have the opportunity to explore their environment and experience a variety 

of materials and situations while they play. As a Christian child care center 

we feel it is important for our children to have the chance to freely explore God’s wonderful world and all He has cre-

ated for us.  

The week of October 13th we will be removing and installing brand new carpet in the Preschool, Toddler and Nap 

Rooms.  We are really looking forward to updating the look of our classrooms and enhancing the overall well being of 

our indoor environment.  All work will be completed in the evenings and completed by the weekend.  In the spring of 

2014 we will be replacing the carpet in both of our hallways.  Please feel free to stop by our rooms and see the im-

provements. 

Thursday, October 17th is our field trip to the Pinehaven Family Farm and Pumpkin Patch.  The children will get to 

explore life on a real working farm.  They will get to see a variety of animals, go on a trolley ride and pick out their 

very own pumpkin.   

On the evening of Thursday, October 24th we will be having our second annual Family Halloween Party.  This 

year ,Brian Richardson the magician will be performing his “Spooky not Scarrry Show.”  His shows always include 

lots of magic, laughter and tons of audience interaction.  Throughout the year, we try to plan activities that allow our 

families to get to know each other, and create a fun opportunity for families to spend some quality time together.  Our 

next family get together will be in December at our annual Christmas Program. 
 

We want to wish all of you a Fall filled with bountiful blessings! 

Tami Mielke, Director 

Golden Rule Child Care 
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O c t o b e r  2 0 1 3  g r a c e     n o t e s  

Youth Ministry Happenings: 

Steve Thomason & Tom Baker 

Grace High School Youth are going BEYOND our borders in 2014! 

During the summer of 2014, our high school youth will be challenged to go beyond our 

comfort zones to serve and grow. First, for those youth that have previously attended a 

YouthWorks site, we are offering a week at the YouthWorks Beyond site in Puerto Rico on 

June 21-28. This Beyond site offers a deeper understanding of the people and communities 

we will serve along with the challenges of a different language and environment.  On July 

19- 26, we will be  heading north to serve in the communities near Thunder Bay, Ontario.  

This trip is open to all youth currently in the 8th grade through high school seniors.  More details and registration infor-

mation will be  available beginning the second weekend of October. 

 

 

Youth to “Lead” Worship the Second Saturday of each month! 

This fall we are launching a new experiment. On the second Saturday of every month, 

high school students will plan and lead the 5:00 worship service. After the service the 

youth will grab some food and hang out in the Youth Room and Fellowship Hall. We’re 

calling this S.W.A.T. (Students Worshipping All Together).  

This is an excellent opportunity for students to step up into leadership, take the next step in their worship experience, get 

connected to more people at church, and invite their friends to a unique worship experience. If you are in high school or 

college and would like to participate in this service, please let me know.   
 

Here’s the part that really excites me for the whole church. This is not just a youth worship service, this is our regular 

5:00 service which means it is open to EVERYONE—but is led by youth. I ask you to join us in prayer that God will 

guide the planning team and that the Spirit would move through this process in a dynamic way. Pray especially for co-

leaders of this planning team: Noah Vaillant and Kari Trembath. 

 

 

Sleepout For Homelessness! 
On October 17-18 all Middle School and High School students are invited to 

experience a night of sleeping in a cardboard box and learning about the plight 

of homelessness in the Twin Cities. We will meet in the afternoon of Thursday, 

October 17 and travel down to the State Fair grounds where we will meet up 

with hundreds of other students from the Metro area.   

 

The night is filled with dance music (yes, it is a lot of fun) and educational op-

portunities (yes, we do learn something) to help us learn what we can do to 

knock out homelessness in our area.  

This event happens during the MEA break so, hopefully, you’ll be available! 

 
 

Have you visited the youth website yet? All the up-to-date information is there: 

www.graceandoveryouth.com 
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w w w . g r a c e a n d o v e r . o r g  g r a c e     n o t e s  

Thank You: 

Parents Need A Place to Meet, Too! 
Parent University is a chance for parents of Catechism students to get together for three rea-

sons: (1) to connect with other parents and build relationships, (2) to find out what your stu-

dents are learning in Catechism in order to have meaningful conversations as a family, and (3) 

discuss difficult parenting issues we all face during the middle school years.   Please join us. 

Parent University meets from 6:30-8:00pm on the following dates: 

 October 9 

 November 20 

 January 29  

 February 26 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Grace Lutheran Church: 

On behalf of the entire Sand Creek Community, we thank you for your hard work, service and partnership!  We are a 

blessed school and so appreciative of what you’ve done for us. The ‘God’s Work, Our Hands’ event was amazing, and it 

was great to see everyone working together. The school grounds look awesome and the school supplies are so appreci-

ated.  Thank you so much for everything . . . we love seeing our partnership “blossom!” 

 

         Thank you for your gifts of “grace!” 

         Sand Creek Elementary School Staff 

     
 

Dear Garden Team & Mowers of Grace, 
 

We just wanted to thank you all for the amazing work that you have done this Summer in keeping the grounds and Gar-

dens so beautiful.  Your hard work, dedication and the love you have shown to us all have been a wonderful blessing. 

Thank you for helping create such beautiful grounds for the family of Grace and all those in the community of Andover, 

to enjoy. 

         In Him, 

         The Grace Staff 

 

 
            

Okoboji RECHARGE is coming! 
Mark your calendars Middle School students. We will be RECHARGING at Oko-

boji Bible Camp in Iowa the weekend of November 15-17. The estimated cost is 

$125. Check the website (www.graceandoveryouth.com) for details and registra-

tion information. This weekend is an important part of your catechism experience, 

so be sure to carve out that weekend on your family calendar.  More information 

to come at Catechism! 
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Join us for ‘Sunday Evenings@Grace’ 
Beginning Sunday, October 6th from 5:00-7:30pm  - Dinner & Childcare Provided! 

6 Class Offerings this Fall - Don’t miss out!!! 
 

 

 Dinner With Jesus - An experience of dwelling in the Word using John 13-17. 

  Led by Pastor Steve Thomason 

 Animate.Bible - An introduction to the Bible.  What it is and why we read it.  
      Led by Pastor Mark Hellmann 

 Radical - More than just saying “I follow Jesus”, and doing something about it;  
 Led by Greg & Lori Ackerson and Daron & Tari Yates 
 Divorce Care - a divorce recovery support group where you can find help and healing for                                                                                                                                                                                

hurt of separation and divorce.  Led by Deb Stang 

   Grief Share - a support group for people who have lost a loved one through death. 
      Led by Lynn Noren & Stacey Smitsdorff 

   Young Couples - Join us for laughter and connection as we share life together as  
      couples and continue to grow in our faith.  Led by Bernard & Tyree McDowell and Tara & 

Andy Moses 
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